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Project Components

1. No-Call Agreement
2. Cow Creek Pipeline
3. Ridgway Reservoir 

Storage Contract
4. Exchange Program
5. Ram’s Horn 

Reservoir

Affected Watersheds
1. Lower Unc.
2. Upper Unc.
3. Dallas
4. Dallas Tributaries
5. Cow Creek

2019CW3098 Applicants

1. Ouray County
2. Tri-County
3. CO River District
4. OCWUA
5. Possibly other public 

entities/nonprofits in 
the future?

Dallas Creek Project Sites
1. Ridgway Reservoir
2. Ram’s Horn Reservoir
3. Sneva Reservoir
4. Dallas Divide 

Reservoir
5. Willow Swamp 

Reservoir
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Agreement Not to Call
• Targeted towards M&D Call from Uncompahgre Valley Water 

Users’ Association (UVWUA)

• 2002 Dry-Year Call Analysis: 400+ Calls in Ouray County 
from M&D Call

• Dec. 2021: Co-Applicants+ UVWUA agreed to relieve M&D 
call if this met: “At any time that the Applicants are forecast 
to deliver at least 3,000 AF of water pursuant to the 2019 
right in Ridgway Reservoir from Rams Horn Reservoir, Cow 
Creek Pipeline to Ridgway Reservoir, or have contracted for 
or re-allocated 3,000 AF of water in Ridgway Reservoir, the 
Association agrees not to place a call on the Uncompahgre 
River for that season. As shown on Exhibit “A”, 3,000 AF is 
the amount of depletion to the river that occurs above the 
Montrose and Delta Canal in a typical dry water year.”

• April 2023: County purchased temp. federal lease to activate 
no-call agreement from unallocated pool, approximate $15k 
per year to relieve M&D Call 

• July 2023: Bureau of Reclamation entered “no-call 
agreement” as signing party” 

• April 2028: federal lease will expire, no extensions due to 5 
year term, M&D call likely to resume



Date Duration
7/14/1966 Unknown deliveries at 70%
4/24/1972

7/9/1976 deliveries at 60%
4/22/1977 extreme drought
8/7/1978 deliveries at 60%

7/22/1980 deliveries at 70%
5/21/1981 deliveries at 60%
6/21/1989 48 days 48 days
6/27/1990 7/16/1990 19 days
8/2/1991 8/6/1991 4 days
7/7/1994 season 116 days

7/10/1996 8/20/1996 41 days
6/26/2000 8/28/2000 63 days
4/26/2002 9/17/2002 144 days
7/8/2003 9/8/2003 70 days
5/2/2012 9/27/2012 148 days

6/26/2013 8/1/2013 36 days
5/28/2018 9/11/2018 106 days
7/6/2020 9/1/2020 57 days

5/14/2021 6/1/2021 18 days
7/9/2021 7/22/2021 13 days

6/15/2022 8/17/2022 63 days

Historical Calls by M&D Canal
56 years
22 seasons of calls
Water Rights in M&D Canal 
(627 cfs total): 
27 cfs – about 100 irrigation 
decrees junior in Upper Unc. 
128 cfs - about 80 irrigation 
decrees junior in Upper Unc. 
145 cfs - about 65 irrigation 
decrees junior in Upper Unc. 
245 cfs - about 75 irrigation 
decrees junior in Upper Unc. 
295 cfs - about 50 irrigation 
decrees junior in Upper Unc. 

CREDIT: BOB HURFORD, 
DIVISION 4 ENGINEER



2002 
Administrative 

Call Depth 
Summary for 
Dallas Creek



2002 
Administrative 

Call Depth 
Summary for 
Dallas Creek

continued



2002 
Administrative 

Call Depth 
Summary for 

Lower 
Uncompahgre



2002 
Administrative 

Call Depth 
Summary for 

Upper 
Uncompahgre



2002 
Administrative 

Call Depth 
Summary for 

Upper 
Uncompahgre

continued



2002 Administrative 
Call Depth 

Summary for Cow 
Creek



2002 
Administrative Call 
Depth Summary 
for Cow Creek

continued



1350 Feet
Expected Length

Exact Siting TBD

20 CFS
Direct Conveyance

Bypass Flows TBD

Cost Estimates

$5 to 6.2 Million

Long Term Maint. Costs TBD

5k to 11k AF Delivery
Minimum Est. Numbers

Modeling Results Available
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PIPELINE SITING & LOCATION (PROPOSED 
VISUALS- PHASE II ENGINEERING STUDIES)
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Delivery

Ridgway Reservoir

Storage Contract

84k Total Decreed for 
Ridgway Reservoir

Unallocated Pool 
(23K) Contract Likely

13,750 AF Sought 

Downstream and 
Upstream Uses

Uses
Augmentation

Piscatorial

Irrigation

Domestic

Industrial

Commercial

HydroPower

Others

Exchanges
1 to 1 Exchange

“Framework”

Specific Structures

Conditional Rights

Cow Creek

Dallas Creek

Dallas Tribs.

Uncompahgre
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Ridgway Reservoir

19,996 AF (Reclamation Firm Yield Pool)

11,200 AF (UVWUA Irrigation Contract Pool)

28,100 AF (M&I Pool, Project 7 Entities)

1430 AF Dead Pool

23,584 AF (Unallocated or Inactive Pool)

(Fish and Rec.)100 AF CPW

84,410 AF- Full Reservoir
Data Credit: Bob Hurford, DNR



Exchange Reaches
Proposed:

Lower Unc.
Upper Unc.

W. Dallas Creek
Pleasant Valley Creek

Dallas Creek
Cow Creek

E. Dallas Creek
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Ram’s Horn Reservoir Use Enlargement

Projected Construction Costs (Phase II)

• $125 to $250 Million (25k AF), OR

• $4 to 8 Million (800 AF-flow stabilization)

Existing Uses                                          
• Conditionally decreed for 25,349.15 AF of 

storage in 1961. Current Decreed Uses:
• Irrigation

• Domestic

• Municipal

• Industrial

• Flood control

Proposed Enlarged Uses
       2019CW3098 application identified the   

       following additional beneficial uses:
• Flow stabilization

• Augmentation

• Exchange

• Aquifer recharge

• Reuse

• Stream flow enhancement and augmentation for 
aquatic life including improving water quality for 
aquatic habitat

• Piscatorial





https://ouraycountyco.gov/421/Water-Resources

Leo Caselli, Ouray County

lcaselli@ourayco.gov, 970-325-7961

QUESTIONS?

mailto:lcaselli@ourayco.gov
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