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Overview of Presentation

1. Upper Uncompahgre River Hydrology

2. Upper Uncompahgre River Historical Dry Year Administration

3. Summary of Ram’s Horn Reservoir





1. San Juan Mountains and the western U.S. are experiencing 
longer and deeper droughts.

2. Generally peak runoff from the San Juan Mountains is 
occurring earlier in the spring.

3. Resulting calls from downstream senior water rights are 
placed more often, are becoming longer, and deeper into 
the priorities.

4. Water projects today call for a wider variety of uses to meet 
multiple objectives.
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1. Ouray County, Ouray County Water Users, Tri-County Water 
Conservancy District, The Colorado River District and the 
Uncompahgre Valley Water Users have signed a no call agreement.

2. Ouray County, Ouray County Water Users, Tri-County Water 
Conservancy District, and the Colorado River District have applied 
for a water right to add uses to the Rams Horn Reservoir 
conditional water right.



Ram’s Horn Reservoir Use Enlargement

Existing
• Ram’s Horn Reservoir was conditionally 

decreed for 25,349.15 Acre-Feet (AF) of 
storage in Civil Action No. 2440 on April 14, 
1961 and its uses included:

• Irrigation

• Domestic

• Municipal

• Industrial

• Flood control

Proposed
• Applicants identified the following uses for 

Ram’s Horn Reservoir to benefit Ouray 
County water users:

• Flow stabilization

• Augmentation

• Exchange

• Aquifer recharge

• Reuse

• Stream flow enhancement and augmentation for 
aquatic life including improving water quality for 
aquatic habitat

• Piscatorial





Questions?
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