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Michelle Nauer, Clerk & Recorder
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07-12-2021 11:06AM Recording Fee $0.00
The Board of County Commissioners met in special session on April 7, 2021. Those present for the session were,
Ben Tisdel, Chair; Lynn M. Padgett, Vice-Chair; Jake Niece, Commissioner Member; Connie Hunt, County
Administrator; Carol Viner, County Attorney; and Hannah Hollenbeck, Deputy Clerk of the Board.

•

A.

10:40

Note - This meeting was recorded for reference purposes. The meeting was conducted virtually
and in person pursuant to Resolution 2020-007 Setting Forth a Virtual Meeting Policy During a
Local Disaster Emergency.

The Board of County Commissioners convened into special meeting to conduct County
Attorney Interviews in executive session:

[The Board of County Commissioners met in person for the purpose of this executive session:]

The Board of County Commissioners convened into an executive session pursuant to
C.R.S. § 24-6-402(2)(f); for discussion of a personnel matter not involving: any specific
employees who have requested discussion of the matter in open session; any member of
this body or any elected official; the appointment of any person to fill an office of this body
or of an elected official; or personnel policies that do not require the discussion of matters
personal to particular employees:
M/S/P - Motion was made by Commissioner Tisdel and seconded by Commissioner Niece to convene into an
executive session pursuant to C.R. S. § 24-6-402(2)((); for discussion of a personnel matter not involving:
any specific employees who have requested discussion of the matter in open session; any member of this
body or any elected official; the appointment of any person to fill an office of this body or of an elected
official; or personnel policies that do not require the discussion of matters personal to particular
employees.
A roll call vote was taken on the motion with the following results:
Commissioner Tisdel voted in the affirmative.
Commissioner Padgett voted in the affirmative.
Commissioner Niece voted in the affinnative.
There was no discussion. Motion passed unanimously.

10:43

The Board of County Commissioners convened into executive session:

12:48

The Board of County Commissioners exited executive session:

Commissioner Tisdel announced that the Board had just exited an executive session. The participants were
Commissioner Tisdel; Commissioner Padgett; Commissioner Niece; Connie Hunt and Sherry Peck, Human
Resources Director, and the three interview candidates.

B.

12:50

Break:

1:04

The Board of County Commissioners convened as the Board of Health in a
Special meeting concerning the following item:
1. Request for approval and issuance of Countywide Public Health Order Number 11,
Regarding the COVID-19 Pandemic (OCPHA No. 11 ):

Tanner Kingery, County Public Health Director, and Carol Viner County Attorney, were present.
Commissioner Tisdel explained that the Board of Health had given direction to the Public Health Director and the
County Attorney to propose a revised public health order in Ouray County in a similar manner to what had been
adopted in June 2020. Commissioner Tisdel said that OCPHA No. 11 applied to interior spaces accessible to the
Viner explained that the order included the findings made by the Board during the April 6, 2021 meeting, requiring
the indoor mask requirement, and matched the Governor's Executive Order.
Commissioner Tisdel asked about the correct process to adopt or endorse the Order. Viner said that the Board
could direct the Public Health Director to sign the Order and begin the public information campaign. She
explained that the penalty and authority was listed under the Public Health Director's duties in statute; however,
the Board oversaw the Public Health Director, and reported to the Board during a declared emergency.
Kingery said that adopting the Public Health Order was a good step in keeping the County in "green" status. He
said that wearing a mask was an effective way to keep the County open and healthy. Kingery was encouraged by
the County's vaccination rate, and said that more residents and visitors would be vaccinated over the 30 day
period, leading to a logical reevaluation point.
Commissioner Tisdel asked for public comment.
John Clark, Town of Ridgway Mayor, stated that the Town of Ridgway Council agreed and supported adoption of
the order.
MaryAnn Jackson, County Road 22 resident, asked if being fully vaccinated was qualification for not wearing a
mask. Commissioner Padgett read directly from the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) guidance recommending
that those not vaccinated continue to limit socializing outside one's household. The CDC continued to recommend
avoiding large gatherings, especially indoors. Commissioner Padgett noted that people under the age of 16 had
not been able to receive a vaccination. She said that businesses and residents should err on the side of caution
that people were unvaccinated and continue to wear masks indoors. Jackson said that the mask requirement
would never end.
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Commissioner Tisdel pointed out that there were exceptions to the requirement, and that the Order would expire
and be reviewed in 30 days. He added that the increase of COVID-19 variants was also concerning and
warranted caution. Jackson question what percentage of the Ouray County population would need to receive the
vaccination for the Board to rescind the order. Commissioner Tisdel said that the Board had not discussed a
number.. Jackson encouraged the Board to come up with a number.
The Board agreed to schedule an update with the Public Health Agency Medical Advisor for input.
Commissioner Padgett agreed. She said that the Governor's Executive Order missed saying that a goal of the
mask order was to keep public and private schools open to in-person attendance. She said that that a significant
portion of the County's population was under the age of 16 and currently did not have a vaccination option. She
said that it was very important to honor the good work of the County school districts to maintain in-person
attendance by continuing to require masks.
Terry Schuyler, Town of Ridgway Council Member, pointed out that the County's vaccination rate was around
50%, but that visitors to the community may come from areas with much lower vaccination rates.
Commissioner Niece said that the Governor's Orders did not take into account the factors experienced in tourist
areas, and the variable population changes. He said that the "green" status only took into consideration the
permanent population, but that the decis'i ons made by visitors could greatly affect residents, and the County's
status. He said that the mask order would help to provide predictability and consistency.
Tamara Gulde, Ouray resident and business owner, thanked the Board and supported the adoption of the Order.
She said that the Order was paramount in supporti ng loca, business owners.
Commissioner Niece agreed that masks were the simplest way to protect the community and continue to allow
operation with no restrictions.
Commissioner Tisdel suggested that Finding 3 be slightly amended to include •... which remains in effect."
Commissioner Tisdel further suggested adding a reference to" State Dial 3.o~in Finding 6 . The Board agreed to
the proposed amendments.
Commissioner Padgett requested the inclusion of findings and conditions: "Ouray County still encouraged mask
wearing in any setting where you may be interacting with people outside your household, especially indoors, and
where distancing cannot be maintained. Masks work well to protect people from all forms of CO VID-19, including
variants"; "Guidance from the CDC advises limiting the number of guests, keeping physical distance, and wearing
masks when socializing in your home with people outside of your household if you have not been vaccinated";
and, "By continuing to wear masks in public indoor settings around others, we can more safely enjoy the activities
we love and keep our economy and schools open." The Board agreed.
Commissioner Padgett requested an additional condition that stated "None of the vaccines are approved for
children under the age of 16. Until a vaccine is approved for children under the age of 16 is widely available, it is
prudent to layer prevention strategies and prioritize use of masks and physical distancing." The Board agreed.
Commissioner Tisdel asked how the Board could help take the burden of addressing complaints or reports of noncompliance. Jeff Wood, City of Ouray Chief of Police, recognized that Public Health staff was overburdened and
could not enforce the Order. He asked the Board how they envisioned the role of law enforcement in enforcing the
Order. Commissioner Tisdel said that assistance with investigation and unruly patrons would be appreciated.
Commissioner Padgett said that many business owners only wanted the backing of a County Order; she said that
the Order was a tool for residents and business owners to point to for education. Commissioner Niece added that
if someone entered a public space and were asked to wear a mask and refused and became an issue, it was his
expectation that law enforcement would respond and protect the business owner. Wood said that the department
would not spend resources investigating claims of non-compliance. County Undersheriff Tammy Stroup agreed
with Woods' statement.

M/S/P - Motion was made by Commissioner Niece and seconded by Commissioner Padgett to adopt Countywide
Public Health Order Number 11, Regarding the COVID-19 pandemic, as amended.
A roll call vote was taken on the motion with the following results:
Commissioner Tisdel voted in the affirmative.
Commissioner Padgett voted in the affirmative.
Commissioner Niece voted in the affirmative.
There was no discussion. Motion passed unanimously.

2:13

The Board of County Commissioners adjourned the special session.
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