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RESOLUTION 
OF 

RESOLUTION NO. 2014~015 

THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

Regarding County Emergency and Disaster Preparedness and Operations 

WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners adopted the County's Emergency 
Preparedness Plan ("Plan") by Resolution No, 2012-033; and 

WHEREAS, some information useful in maintaining the Plan, including names and phone 
numbers of those personnel involved in emergency planning and response, change over time, but 
those changes do not alter the substance of the Plan itself; and 

WHEREAS, minor updates of the Plan, such as names and phone numbers, should not 
require consideration or adoption by Resolution of the Board of County Commissioners, but 
should be updated with new appendices or other attachments to the Plan; and 

WHEREAS, Board of County Commissioners desires to update and amend Resolution 
2012-033 by restating its provisions herein, and by including a provision permitting the update of 
information of a clerical nature, and appendices as directed by the State of Colorado, without 
need for approval by Resolution of the Board; and 

WHEREAS, emergency and disaster events pose a significant danger to the life, 
property, and well-being of the residents of Ouray County, as well as to the economy, 
environment, and visitors; 

WHEREAS, emergency situations include any event that poses an immediate danger to 
life, property, and well-being of residents of Ouray County, and as contemplated and defined by 
the Colorado Disaster Emergency Act, (Part 7 of Article 33.5, title 24, Colorado Revised Statutes, 
2012); and the Board of County Commissioners is authorized and directed to maintain a disaster 
agency with jurisdiction over the county and to prepare for emergencies and disasters by C.R.S. 
24-33.5-707; and 

WHEREAS, a disaster is the occurrence of or the imminent threat of widespread or 
severe damage, injury, or loss of life or property resulting from any natural cause or cause of 
human origin, including, but not limited to, fire, flood, earthquake, wind, storm, wave action, 
hazardous substance incident, oil spill or other water contamination requiring emergency action to 
avert danger or damage, volcanic activity, epidemic, air pollution, blight, drought, infestation, 
explosion, civil disturbance, hostile military or paramilitary action, or a condition of riot, 
insurrection, or invasion existing in the state or in any county, city, town or district in the state.; 
and 

WHEREAS, these natural and human-caused disasters require comprehensive 
preparedness, prevention, mitigation, response, continuity and recovery efforts; and 

WHEREAS, disaster events require an efficient coordinated effort of all county personnel 
and departments in a coordinated effort with our mutual aid partners, state, and federal agencies, 
local businesses, service organizations and our residents; and 

WHEREAS, disasters may require the temporary cessation of normal county operations 
and government until staffing and facilities can be restored; and 

WHEREAS, disaster events may incur significant damages, costs and liabilities outside 
of the normal routine budgeting process. 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY 
COMMISSIONERS OF OURAY, COLORADO, AS FOLLOWS: 

Section 1. The Board of County Commissioners designates Ouray County as the 
agency with responsibility for emergency preparedness and response within Ouray County, which 
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agency shall coordinate and cooperate with the municipalities within Ouray County on emergency 
and disaster prevention, response and recovery, and hereby delegates the authority to declare, 
continue or discontinue a Disaster or Emergency in Ouray County to the Chairman of the Board 
of County Commissioner, or if the Chairman is not availabl~, to any Commissioner. Such 
declaration shall not be continued or renewed for more than seven (7) days except by the 
consent of the Board of County Commissioners. 

Section 2. The declaration of an Emergency or Disaster activates the response and 
recovery aspects of the Ouray County Emergency Preparedness Plan or other applicable disaster 
or emergency operations plans of Ouray County, including any succession and continuity of 
government provisions of said plan or plans. The Chairman of the Board of County 
Commissioners, or if the Chairman is unavailable, any Commissioner is authorized to execute 
requests and agreements for aid and assistance. 

Section 3. Any order or proclamation declaring, continuing, or terminating a 
Disaster or Emergency shall be filed promptly with the Colorado Division of Emergency 
Management and the Clerk and Recorder of Ouray County. 

Section 4. The Board of County Commissioners may allocate emergency funds 
when costs of a disaster exceed authorized emergency response budgets. 

Section 5. Upon declaration of an emergency or disaster the Board of County 
Commissioners, other elected officials, County Administrator and other county employees shall 
assume the roles and responsibilities assigned to them by the Ouray County Emergency 
Preparedness Plan in support of response and recovery operations, and the Board hereby 
approves and adopts said Ouray County Emergency Preparedness Plan dated October, 2012, a 
copy of which is attached hereto as Exhibit A. 

Section 6. Upon declaration of an emergency or disaster the Board of County 
Commissioners may hold such meetings as may be required to ensure continuity of government, 
adequate response and recovery, to implement the Ouray County Emergency Preparedness 
Plan, or to provide for the health, safety and welfare of the residents of Ouray County pursuant to 
the authority provided in C.R.S. 30-10-303 even if notice of any such meeting cannot be provided 
in advance to the public as required by C.R.S. 24-6-401 and 402. Notice shall be provided in 
advance as the situation permits. Minutes of such meetings shall be maintained, meetings shall 
be open to the public, except as otherwise provided by law for executive sessions, and any 
actions taken at such meeting or meetings shall be ratified at the next regular meeting of the 
Board of County Commissioners. Any such meeting may be called by the Chairman, or in the 
absence of the Chairman, by any Commissioner. 

Section 7. Appendices to the Plan which do not affect the substantive provisions of 
the Plan, including the names and contact information for personnel responsible for planning and 
emergency response, may be attached or "annexed" without adoption or consideration of such 
appendices by the Board. All such updates and appendices shall be provided to all personnel 
have copies of the Plan and shall be included with the Plan when posted on the County website 
or other electronic locations. 

Section 8. The Board hereby ratifies its adoption of the Plan by Resolution No. 
2012-033, and with the restatement of its adoption herein, also hereby repeals Resolution No. 
2012-033 as a separate resolution, without any intent to repeal the substance of its approval and 
adoption of the Plan. 

Approved and adopted this 27 day of May, 2014 

Voting for: Commissioners Padgett, Fedel, and Batchelder 
Voting against: None 
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Attest: 

RESOLUTION NO. 2014-015 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
OF OURAY COUNTY, COLORADO 

d!t 
Lynn M. ~hair 

onatchelde"F, Commissioner 

Resolution 2014-015 


